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COMMISSION REGULATION (EC) No 972/2006
of 29 June 2006

laying down special rules for imports of Basmati rice and a transitional control system for
determining their origin

THE COMMISSION OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European
Cormnmunity,

Havirg regard to Council Regulation (EC) No 1785/2003 of
79 Septemmber 2003 on the common crganisation of the
marker in rdce {1}, and in particular Articies 10(2) and 11b
thereot,

Whereas:

1, Pursuant to the Agreement in the form of an Exchange
of Letters bezweml the European Community and India
pursuant to Article XXVII of the GATT 1994 relating to
the modification of concessions with respect to rice
provided for in EC Schedule CXL annexed to the GATT
1594 (3, approved by Council Decision 1004/617[EC (),
she duty applicable ta imports of husked rice of certain
Basimati vatieties is fixed at zero

Pursuant to the Agreement in the form of an Exchange
of letters berween the Furopean Community and
Pakistan puisuant: to Article XXVII of the GATT 1994
relating to the modification of concessions with respect
w rice provided for in EC Schedule CXL annexed to the
GATT 1994 (%, approved by Council Decision
2004/618/EC (%), the duty applicable to imports of
husked rice of certain Basmati variedes originating in
Pakistan is fixed at zero

L

3y Pursuant to Article 2{1) of Decision. 2004/617/EC and
Article 2(2) of Decision 2004/618/EC, the Commission
adopied Regulation (ECQ) No 1549/2004 (8, which, until
Regulation (EC) No 1785/2003 was amended, derogated
therefrom as regards the arrangements for importing rice
and laid down separate transitional rules for fmporis of
Basrnati rice. Given that Regulation (EC) No 1785/2003
hag been amended to that end, for the sake of clarity,
Reguation (EC} No 1549/2004 should be lepfafzﬁd by a
new Regulation W

't The Agreements approved by Decisions 2004/617[EC
*md 2004/618/EC provide for the uu:ioductmn of a
Community conirol system based on DNA analysis at
the border and transitional arrangements for imports

Y O L 270, 21.’!(}.2[303, p 96 Regulation as last amended by Regu-
lakion {BC} No 797/2006 (O) L 144, 31 52006, p. 1)

® Cf L 279, 283.2004, p 19

%y ©) L 279 28.8.2004, p 17. Decision as amended by Decision
2935;4?5;& (O L 170, 1.7 2005, p. 67)

Y GF 279, 28.8.2004, p 250

() OF L 279, 2882004, p 23 Decision as amended by Decision
2005747 $JEC.

(% O] L 28C, 318.2004, » 13 Regulation as last amended by
Jommission  Regulation (EC) No  2152/2005 (O} L 342,
24 1220065, p 30)

of Basmail rice pending the entry into force of that
control systerm, Since the definiiive control system has
not yet been introduced, special wransitional nules should
be laid down

(5)  To be eligible for zero import duty, Basmati rice must
belong to a variety specified in the Agreements In order
to ascertain that Basmati rice imported at a zero rate of
duty meets those characteristics, it should be covered by
an authenticity certificate drawn up by the competent
authorities

(6)  In order to prevent fraud, provision should be made fos
meéasures to check the variety of Basmati rice declared
To that end the provisions on sampling laid down in
Commission Reguiation (EEC) No 2454/93 of 2 July
1993 laying down provisions for the implememdtlon
of Council Regulation (EEC) No 2913/92 establishing
the Commumity Customs Code {7) should be applied

73 The transitional import arrangements for Basmati rice
provide for a procedure for consulting the exporting
country in the event of a market disturbance and
possibly applying the full ate of duty if a satisfactory
solution has not been found at the end of the consul-
tations The pomi at which the market may be
considered to be disturbed should be defined

(8)  To ensure sound administrative management of imports
of Basmati rice, special rules, whether additional to or
derogating from Commission Regulation (EC} No
1291{2000 of 9 June 2000, laying down commion
derailed rules for the application of the sysiem of
import and export licences and advance fixing certificates
for agricultural products (8) and Commission Regulation
(EC). No 1342{2003 of 28 July 2003 laying down special
detailed rules for the application of the system of impout
and export licences for cereals and rice (%), should be
adopted concerning the lodging of applications, the
issue of licences and the use thereof

(9)  S6 as not to disrupt the continuity of imports of Basmad
rice, it should be laid down that authenticity certificates
and import licences issued before 1 July 2006 pursuant
to Regulation (EC) No 1549/2004 remain vaild for thelr
entire period of validity and thar the zero rare of dury
applies to products imported under those licences

(") OJ L 253, 11.10.1993, p 1 Regulation as last amended by Regu-
lation {EC) No 402/2006 (Oj L 70, 9.3 20086, p. 35%

(® O} L 152, 24 6.2000 p. 1. Regulation as last amended by Regu-
lation {EC) No 41{]/2{}06 (Oj L7t 162 2006, p. 7).

('} OJ L 189, 29.7.2003, p. 12 Repulation as lasi atmendad by Regu-
lation (EC) Me &30/2006 (O] L 15C. 3 62004, p 3}
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(10} The measures provided for in this Regulation are in
accordance with the opinion of the Managemert
Commitiee for Cereals,

HAS ADOPTED THIS REGULATION

Artide 1

This Regulation shall apply to husked Basmati rice of the
varieties of Basmati rice falling within CN code 1006 20 17
and CN code 1006 20 98, as specified in Annex la to Regu-
lation (EC) No 17852003

Article 2

1 Import licence applications for Basmati rice ds l'EfE:rrEd £Q

in Article 10(1} of Regulation (EC) No 1785{2003 shall contain
the following details

(&) in box 8, indication of the country of origin and the word
‘ves' marked with a cross;

(b} in box 20, one of the entries listed in Annex L

2 Import licencé applications for Basmati rice shall be
accompanied by

(#) proof that the applicant is a natural or legal person who
has, for at least 12 months, carried on a commercial activity
in the rice sector and is registered in the Member State
where the application is made;

(b) a product authenticity certificate issued by a competent
body in the exporting country, as listed in Annex I hereto.

Artide 3

1 The authenticity cerfificate shail be drawn up on a form in
accordance with the spécimen given in Annex III hereto,

The form shall measure approximarely 210 x 297 millimetres
The original shall be drawn up on Such paper as shall show up
any tampering by mechanical or chemical means

The forms shall be printed and completed in English

The original and the coples thereof shall be either typewritten
or handwritten. In the latter case, they shall be completed in ink
and in block capitals "

Each authenticity certificate shall contain a serial number in the
top right-hand box. The copies shall bear the same number as
the original.

The text of the form in the other Community languages shall be
published in the C series of the Official Journal of the Euwropean
Linion.

2. The body issuing the import licence shall keep the original
of the authenticity certificate and give the applicant a copy

The authenticity certificate shall be valid for 90 days from the
date of issue.

It shall be valid only if the boxes are duly completed and it is
signed.

Article 4

1. Jmport licences for Basmati rice shall cortain the
following details:

(a) in box 8, indication of the country of czigin and the word
‘ves' marked with a cross;

(b) in box 20, one of the entses listed in Ammex TV hereto

The copy of the authenticity certificate referred to in Article 3(2)
shall be annexed to the import licence.

2. Notwithstanding Article 9 of Regulation (EC) No
1291/2000, rghts deriving from import licences for Basrhat
rice shall not be transferable.

3. Notwithstanding Article 12 of Regulation (EC) No
13422003, the security relating to import lcences for
Rasmati rice shall be EUR 70 per toune.

Article 5

Member States shall e-mail the following information to the
Commission:

{a) no later than two working days following a refusal, the
quantities in respect of which applications for Import
licerices for Basmati rice have been refused, with an indi-
cation of the date of refusal and the grounds, the CN code,
the country of origin, the issulng body and the number of
the authepticity certificate, as well as the holder's name and
address;

(b) no later than two working days following their issue, the
quantities in respect of which applications for nmport
licences for Basmati rice have been issued, with an indi-
cation of the date, the CN code, the country of crigin,
the issuing body and the number of the authenticity certi-
ficate, as well as the holder's name and address;

(@) in the event of the cancellation of a licence, no Jater than
two working days after cancellation, the guantities in respect
of which licences have been cancelled and the names and
addresses of the holders of the cancelled licences;
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{d) on the last working day of each month following the month
of release for free circulation, the quantities actually released
for free circulation, with an indication of the CN code, the
couniry of origin, the issuing body and the number of the
authenticity certificate.

The information reférred to in the first pavagraph shall be
comumunicated separately from that relating to other import
licence applications for rice.

Aiticle 6

1 In the context of random checks or checks targeted at
operations entaifing a risk of fraud, Member States shall take
representative samplées of imported Basmati rice as laid down in
Ariicle 242 of Regulaiion {EC) No 2454{93 The samples shall
be sent to the competent body in the country of origin, as listed
in Annex V, for a DNA-based variety test.

The Member States may also cairy out variety tests on the same
sample in a Commuuity laboratory

2 If the results of one of the tests referred to in paragraph 1
show that the product analysed does not correspond to what is
indicatéd on the authenticity certificate, the import duty on
husked rice falling within CN code 1006 20, provided for in
Article 11a of Regulation (BC) No 1785/2003, shall apply

3 If the tests referred to in paragraph 1 or other information
available to the Commission indicate a serious and lasting
problem as regards the control procedures applied by a
competent body in the counwry of origin, the Commission
may. confact the competent: authorities in the country
concerned. If such contacts fail to yield a satisfactory solution,
the Commission may decide to apply the rate of import duty
for husked rice falling within CN code 1006 20, provided for in
Article 11a of Regulation (EC) No 1785/2003 to the imports
checked by the body in question, based on Article 11b of the
said Regulation and under the conditions laid down therein

Article 7

1 The rice market shall be considered to be disturbed when,
inter alia, a substantial increase in Basmati rice imports is noted

for one quarter of the year relative to the previous quarter and
there is no satisfactory explanation

2 If a disturbance of the rice market persists and if the
Commission's consultations of the exporting couniries
concerned fail to yield a satisfactory solution, the import duty
on lusked rice failing within CN code 1006.20, provided for in
Article 11a of Regulation {EC) No 1785/2003, may also be
applied to imports of Basmati rice, by Commission Decision,
on the basis of Article 11b of the said Regulation and subject to
the conditions laid down in therein

Article 8

The Commission shall keep Annexes I and V up fo date,

Article 9

Authenticity certificates and import licences for Basmati rice
issued prier to 1 July 2006 under Regulation (EC) No
1549/2004 shall remain valid and products iroported under
such licences shall be eligible for the import duty provided
for in Article 11a of Regulation (EC) No 1785/2003

Article 10

Regulation (EC) No 15492004 is hereby repealed,

All references to Articles 2 to 8 of Regulation (EQ) No
1549/2004 and Annexes II to VI thereto shall be read as
refererices to Articles 2 to 8 of this Regulation and Annexes |
to V hereto.

All veferences to Annex 1 to Regulation (EC) No 1549[2004
shall be read as references to Annex lifa to Regulation (EC)
No 1785/2003

Article 11

This Regulation shall entef into force on the day ol its publi-
cation in the Official journal of the Furapean Union

ft shall apply from 1 July 2006

This Regulation shall be binding in its entirety and directly applicable in all Member Stafes

Done at Brussels, 29 June 2006.

For the Commission
Mariann FISCHER BOEL

Member of the Commission
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i Span igh:

i Czech

it Danigh:

i German

in Bstonian

in Gieek:

~in English:

it Frenchy

in [talian:

inn Latvian:

in Lithuanian

in Hungarian:

inn Duech:

in Polish:

ANNEX 1
Indications referred to in Article 2(1){b}

Atroz Basmati del codige NC 1006 28 17 o 1006 20 98 impostado con derecho cero en aplicacién
del Reglamento (CE) n® 972/2006, acompafiado del certificado de autenticidad n®  expedido por
(nombre de la auroridad competente]

rffe Basmati kédu KN 1006 20 17 nebo 1006 20 98, kterd se dovaif za nulové clo na zdklade
natizenf (ES) & 972{2006, a ke které se pfipoji osvédCeni o pravosti & vydané [ndzev pifsfusndhio
subjektu]

Basmati-ris Lenbgrende tinder KN-kode 1006 20 17 eller 1006 20 98 importeres med nultold |
henhold til forordnihg (EF) nr 972{2006, ledsaget af agthedscertifikat nr udstedt af [den
kompeteitte myndigheds navii]

Basmati-Reis des KIN-Codes 1006 20 17 oder 1006 20 98, eingefiihrt zum Zollsatz Null gemiR der
Verordnung (EG) Nr. 9722006 und begleitet von einem Echtheitszeugnis Nr  , ausgestellt durch
[Name der zustdndigen Behdrde]

basmati riis CN-koodiga 1006 20 17- vbi 1006 20 98, tis on imporditud tollimaksu nullmaaraga
vastavalt madrusele (EU} nr 9722006 ning millega on kaasas [pddeve dsutnse nimi] vilja antud
autentsussertifikaat m

PO paopém tou kwdiwot 1006 20 17 4 1006 20 98 awaydpevo pe pndevicd Saond ket epeppoyn Tou
xavoviopet {BK) ap®. 372/2006, cuvodeudpavo pe o moronommkd ywjadutag apid . nov exS6dnke
ano [ovopasie Tng appodias apxie]

basmati rice falling within code of CN 1006 20 17 6t 1006 20 98 and imported at a zero rate of
duty under Regulation (EC) No 9722006, accompanied by authenticity ceftificate No  drawn up
by [name of the competent authority]

riz Basmati du code NC 1006 20 17 ou 1006 20 98 importé 4 droit-nu] en application du réglement
(CE} n® 972/2006, accompagné du certificat d'authenticité n®  éabli par [nom de lattorité
compétente]

Risp Basmali di cui al codice NC 1006 20 17 o 1006 20 98 impertzim a dazio zero at sensi del
regolamento {CE) n. 972/2006, corredato del certificato di auteniicitd n. rilasciato da [nome
dell'autoritd competente]

Basmati tisi ar XN kodu 1006 20 17 vai 1006 20 98, ko import bez levedmuitas modok]a saskana ar
Reguiu {EK} Nr. 972{2006, kuriem pievienota autentiskuma apliectha Nr . , ko izsniegusi [kompe-
tentds iestddes nosaukuing

Basmati ryZiai Iasiflkucjami XN kodu 1006 20 17 arba 1006 20 98, jveZli pagal nulini muito
mokesti pagal Reglamentas (EB} Nr. 972/2006, prie korio pridétas autentiSkumo sertifikdatas Nr
, i8duotas [kompetentingos Institucijos pavadinimes]

az 1006 20 17 vagy az 1006 20 98 KN-kdd alé sorolt, afaz 972{2006{EK rendelet alkalmazasdban
pulla vémiétel mellett beliozott basmati rizs, afaz [illetkes hatdsdg neve] 4lral kidllftott, . szdmd
eredetiségigazoldssal egyitt

Basmati-rijst van GN-code 1006 20 17 of 1006 20 98, ingﬂmérd met nulrecht overeenkomstig
Verordering (EG) nr 972{2006, vergezeld vap het echtheidscertificaat nr  , opgesteld door
[naam van de bevoegde instantie)

Ryz Basmari objety kodem CN 1006 20 17 Jub 1006 20 98, do ktdrego przywiezienia zastosowano
zerowsy stawke celng zgodnie z rozporzadzeniem {(WE) nv 972/2006, z zalaczonym do njego certy-
[ikalem autentycznodc nr - sporzadzonym przez fnazwa wladciwego organu]
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in Portugtiese:

in Stovak:

in Slovenian:

in Finmish:

in Swedish

Arroz Basmati do {:édigrci} NC 1006 20 17 ou 1006 20 98 importado com direito nulo em apiicagio
do Regulamento (CE) n.® 972/2006, acompanhado do certificado de autenticidade n @ . estabelecido
por {nome da autoridade competente]

ryZa Basmati s kédom KN 1006 20 17 alebe 1006 20 98 doviZand s nulovou sadzbou cla v silade s
nariadenfm (ES) & 9722006, sprevidzand osvedZenim o pravosti & vystavenom [nizoy prisiusného
orgrn]

Ri7 basmati s kado XN 1006 20 17 ali 1006 20 98, uvoZen po stopnji ni¢ ob uporabi Uredbe (ES)
5t 972/2006, s prilcZenim potrdilom o pristnostt 8t ., ki ga je jzdal [naziv prisiojnega organal

Asetuksen (BY) Nio 972/2006 mukdisesti tullivapadsti tuotu CN-koodiin 1006 20 17 tai 1006 20 98
leluva Basmati-riisi, jonka mukana on .o [tefmivaltaisen viranomaisen nimi} myonianan aitousto-
distuksen N-o

Basmatitls med KN-nummer 1006 20 17 eller 1006 20 98 som Imporieras tullfrite 1 enlighet med
forordning (EG) nr 972/2006, atféljt av dkthetsintyg or  som utfirdats av [den behdriga myndigherens
nam]
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ANNEX Il

Bodies authorised to issue the authentitit}r certificates referred to in Article 2{2){b}

INDIA (1) Export Inspection Council (Ministry of Commerce,
Government of India)

PAKISTAN () Trading Corporation of Pakistan (Pv) Lid

() In respact of the varieties Basmati 370, Basmat] 386, T}rpe--S (Dhradurn), Taraori Basmat] (HBC-1.9), Basmati 217, Ranbiv Basmati, Pusa
Basmati and Super Basmati.
(3 In respect of the varieties Kernel {Basimiati), Basmati 370, Pusa Basmati and Super Basmati,




